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What is the Father John A. Hardon, S.J. Media Apostolate? 
 

Fr. Burns K. Seeley, S.S.J.C., Ph.D. 
 
The Father John A. Hardon, S.J. Media Apostolate, inspired by the late Fr. Hardon, exists to promote 
the Catholic use of all of the media of social communications such as the printed word, television, 
radio, cinema, and the Internet. As we all know the social communications media are extremely 
powerful agents for presenting ideas that can and have revolutionized basic human beliefs and inspired 
actions affecting the entire human race for good and for ill. 
 
As we are also all well-aware, it is not the Catholic Church, or Christianity in general, which controls 
most of the communications media today. Rather it is what is generally known as "secular humanism." 
That is, it is a philosophy which is atheistic. A philosophy in which God and His Church have no 
place. It is without God. 
 
It is no secret that secular humanism, through the use of the communications media, has shaped the 
thinking and attitudes of hundreds of millions who were once Christian, but now, because of the 
acceptance of the ideas of secular humanism, no longer are. This, in turn, has caused a chain reaction 
from parents to children, from children to other children, from universities to grammar schools to the 
man on the street. 
 
The one area in which secular humanism has made its greatest impact is in influencing people to 
accept principles of sexual behavior which counter both the good of individuals and of society at large. 
This is so true that much of what used to be called Christendom is disappearing from the face of the 
earth. In its place are formerly Christian countries which have failed to propagate enough children – 
and children in two parent homes – to replace all the elderly who are dying. Sexual activity has 
become far divorced from marriage and reproduction. Traditional marriage is becoming a dying 
institution. Sex for pleasure alone is reigning supreme. 
 
It should not be surprising that once the Catholic Church's unchangeable teaching on sexuality is 
rejected, then other aspects of her doctrine are also called into question and rejected, especially those 
which directly affect proper human conduct. 
 
Make no doubt about it, the world desperately needs Jesus Christ and His Bride the Catholic Church. 
And this is why the Father John A. Hardon, S.J. Media Apostolate exists – to let the world know that 
Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life. And that His Church conveys the means for its salvation and 
sanctification. In other words the world needs to be evangelized and catechized. Rather it must be 
evangelized and catechized. This implies that the modern means of social communications must be put 
at the service of the Church. They must no longer remain the sole, or almost sole, custody of secular 
humanism. 
 
The Second Vatican Council document Inter Mirifica addresses itself to this need. And the Father John 
A. Hardon, S.J. Media Apostolate exists to implement this need. It strives to organize the laity in 
parishes and groups of parishes throughout the world to take on the massive undertaking of 
evangelizing and catechizing via the social communications media. It is already beginning to do so in 
St. John Cantius Parish in Chicago. Parishioners are organizing themselves. There are, for example, 
writers, computer and Internet people, a Website, a speakers bureau, a media watchdog group, a prayer 
warriors committee, a cinema rating committee, and a letters to editors and media producers 
committee. 
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These groups meet monthly as does the board of directors. But as Father Hardon never tired of saying 
"There is lots of work to be done." 
 
We are confident that since this is what the Church asks of us, and since we have the pledge of divine 
grace, we will be able to place the means of social communications in her service to a significant and 
noteworthy degree for the salvation and sanctification of many, many souls. 
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